My Three Years in America

that I might be compromised by the demand for the recall of
the Attaches, I questioned Lansing outright on this point,
and added that I should immediately hand in to my Govern-
ment my resignation, if I was considered to be myself " tarred
with the same brush/* The Secretary of State assured me
that I was by no means involved, and that I should not on
any account give up my post, since I had to carry on the mo-
mentous negotiations now iu course, and the American Govern-
ment had full confidence in me. Under the circumstances I
saw no reason why the enforced recall of the Attaches should
have any further results, and I was confirmed in this view a few
days later when House repeated to me Lansing's assurance with
even greater emphasis. His exact words were as follows :
*' You must not dream of going home before peace is de-
clared* You are the one tie that still binds us to Germany*
If this tie should break, war would be inevitable."
Both Attaches returned to Berlin under safe-conduct from
the Entente at the end of December, 19x5, Their offices were
taken over by their representatives, but only for the purpose
of settling up any outstanding matters,
At the beginning of 1916, there was in the United States
no single German organization which merited the name of
" propaganda/' Thus no activities which coxild compromise
us in any way ensued henceforward.
The political situation had become so serene that we had
no need for propaganda, The pacifist elements in the United
States did this work for us, The only question was as to whether
we would remain really at one with them, or whether we meant
to persist in submarine warfare, which must inevitably lead
us into war,
President Wilson opened Congress on 7th December, xgxs*
with a message, in which he set forth the new programme for
national defence, " Preparedness" became the order of the
day in the United States* The message demanded that the
and Navy should be increased, and added:
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